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1.  SITE NAME:       Rice Valley Sand Dunes

    SITE NUMBER:     J09CA005000

    LOCATION:
         City:       Rice
         County:       Riverside County
         State:  California

    PROJECT NUMBER:  J09CA005001

    CATEGORY:  OE

    INPR RAC:            4

    ASR RAC:         3

    TAG RAC:        3

2.  POC’S:

    GEOGRAPHIC DISTRICT:                GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION:
    Name:   Trudy Knutson               Name:   Anthony L. Mei
    Office: CESPL-PM                    Office: CESPD-PM-R
    Phone:  213-452-3990                Phone:  415-977-8247

    HEADQUARTERS:                       ASR/INPR TEAM LEADER:
    Name:   Mohinder K. Saini           Name:   Richard L. Pike
    Office: CEMP-RF                     Office: CEHNC-OE-DC
    Phone:  202-761-1594                Phone:  256-895-1559

    ASR SUPPORT DISTRICT:               ASR TECHNICAL REVIEWER:
    Name:   Richard Hale                Name:   Thomas M. Meekma
    Office: SIOAC-ESL                   Office: SIOAC-ESL
    Phone:  815-273-8525                Phone:  815-273-8739

3.   SITE DESCRIPTION:   The former Rice Valley Sand Dunes
consists of 23,811 acres(5,000 FDE acres and 18,811 additional
found during the ASR investigation), located in a remote area
referred to as Rice Valley in Riverside County, California.  Part
of this FUDS is located within an area described as the Rice
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Valley Wilderness Area.  Location is within Township 1 South,
Ranges 22 and 23 East, Township 2 South, Ranges 22 and 23 East,
and Township 3 South, Range 22 East.  The site, an open desert
wilderness area, is under Department of the Interior, Bureau of
Land Management (BLM) control, and is a part of the Department of
the Interior’s Desert Conservation Area.

     The FDE acreage of 5,000 is described as consisting of areas
extending approximately 2,000 feet on both sides of a nine mile
stretch of an existing power line and maintenance road.  This
road is accessed by a dirt road from California Highway 62.  The
dirt road intersects Highway 62 near mile marker 115 and extends
9.2 miles before merging with the power line maintenance road.
This road lies between areas of the Rice Valley Sand Dunes and
the West Riverside, Riverside and Big Maria Mountains.  The
additional 18,811 acres borders the FDE acreage to the west,
north and east.

     The topography ranges from the broad, flat plains of Rice
Valley to the tips of the steep, rugged Big Maria Mountains.  The
Rice Valley Dunes, a system of small dunes rising 30 to 40 feet
above the surface, form a long narrow band which runs through the
middle of the valley.  Rice Valley is the southern terminus of an
extensive sand sheet that extends from Cadiz Valley through Ward
Valley, and represents a part of one of the largest dune systems
in the California Desert Conservation Area.  Elevation varies
from a low of 700 feet in the vicinity of the dunes to a high of
2,000 feet in portions of the Big Maria Mountains.

     Vegetation is typical of that found in the desert and is
represented by creosote bush, grasses, and abundant low desert
shrubs.  Large iron wood and palo verde trees line the many
shallow washes which support a wide variety of plant and animal
life.  There is no surface or subsurface water within the Rice
Valley Sand Dunes area.  Average annual precipitation is three to
four inches.  The climate follows a characteristic desert pattern
with hot, dry summers and moderate to cool winters.  The average
maximum temperature in July is 108° F and the average minimum in
January is 37° F.  The sun shines more than 90 percent of
possible hours in the year.

4.   SITE HISTORY:  There is no information available concerning
the acquisition of property at the Rice Valley Sand Dunes.
However, the site is a relatively small area within the
boundaries of the Desert Training Area/California-Arizona
Maneuver Area used by the Army from 1942-1944 for various
maneuvers and training exercises.  During that time, nearly
million soldiers conducted large scale maneuvers throughout the
entire maneuver area.
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     The power line on the site was constructed at some point
after operation of the California-Arizona Maneuver Area Desert
Training Center ceased.  Review of historical information at the
Riverside BLM office revealed that lands were transferred from
the BLM for a transmission power line in 1969.

     In a 1985 report, BLM requested that the northeastern one-
third of the Rice Valley Wilderness Study Area be surveyed for
ordnance based on past military activity.  Furthermore, in this
report, BLM states that this portion has been identified as
contaminated with subsurface unexploded ordnance with exact
boundaries of the contamination unknown.

     The Findings of Fact state that the site acreage, identified
as 5,000 acres, was used for strafing and bombing training during
World War II in conjunction with operations at the Rice Army
Airfield and Rice Divisional Camp, installations belonging to the
California-Arizona Maneuver Area Desert Training Center.  An
additional 18,811 acres for a total of 23,811 acres was
identified during the Archives Search Report.  An historical map
and a listing of real estate indicate only that the land was
subject to a dedudding program and “contaminated by explosives”
with no further details provided.  No other site specific
information is known.  Available information only addresses the
California-Arizona Maneuver Area Desert Training Center as a
whole.  There is no information available concerning disposal of
the site.

5. PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

     AREA A

     Size, Acres:    106
Former Use:    Training Area (Maintenance and Power

                            Line Road)
     Present Use:    Maintenance and Power Line Road
     Probable End Use:    Maintenance and Power Line Road

Ordnance Presence:    Confirmed
          Type:         105mm HE; 75mm(plaster of paris
                            loaded); 37mm shot; 7.62 blank

AREA B

     Size, Acres:    4,894
Former Use:    Training Area, Surrounding Acreage

     Present Use:    Open Desert/Wilderness Area
     Probable End Use:    Open Desert/Wilderness Area

Ordnance Presence:    Potential
          Type:         105mm HE; 75mm(plaster of paris
                            loaded); 37mm shot; 7.62 blank
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AREA C

     Size, Acres:    18,811
Former Use:    Training Area, Additional Acreage

     Present Use:    Open Desert/Wilderness Area
     Probable End Use:    Open Desert/Wilderness Area

Ordnance Presence:    Potential
          Type:         105mm HE; 75mm(plaster of paris
                            loaded); 37mm shot; 7.62 blank

6. CURRENT STATUS:  The Archives Search Report (ASR) for Rice
Valley Sand Dunes was completed by the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, Rock Island District, in June 1996.

7. STRATEGY:

     AREA A:  RAC 3;EE/CA
     AREA B:  RAC 3;EE/CA
     AREA C:  RAC 3;EE/CA (Recommend Geographical District amend
                           FDE to include this additional acreage
                           for qualification under the DERP/FUDS
                           program.)

8.  ISSUES AND CONCERNS:  The Huntsville Center Technical
Advisory Group (TAG) reviewed this ASR on 21 May 98 and
determined a strategy of RAC 3, EE/CA for Areas A and B.  Also,
it is recommended that the Geographical District amend the FDE to
include the additional 18,811 acres in Area C based on historical
documentation in the ASR.  In addition, this documentation
indicates that 23 more sections of land adjoining Areas A, B and
C may also have a potential for OE.  The TAG also determined a
strategy of RAC 3, EE/CA for Area C.  During a clearance
conducted in Area A by the 77th Ordnance Detachment, Fort Irwin
in 1969, the following was found: one 105mm HE projectile, one
75mm projectile (plaster of paris loaded), two 37mm shot rounds
and 250 rounds of 7.62 blank ammunition.  The potential for this
same ammunition exists for areas B and C.  There are no other
specific reports of ammunition finds in Areas A, B, and C.  All
other reports are either general to the greater area of what used
to be the California-Arizona Maneuver Area Desert Training Center
or are unsubstantiated.  The ASR site survey team saw no evidence
of OE at the site.

HNC Safety Comments:  Safety concurs with the recommendations and
conclusions of the ASR.  He asks that the District verify acreage
of Area C and revise the INPR.  He mentions that all areas have
been picked over by scavengers and souvenir hunters and that
nobody, including the SI team, has seen or reported OE.



5

Area A, Training Area (Maintenance and Power Line Road), 106.00
acres:  This area is described in clearance document F-8 of the
ASR as directly following a maintenance and power line road.  The
document states that an area of four feet in diameter across the
center of pole locations was cleared with mine detectors, while
an area of fifty feet on either side of the right of way line was
visually searched for ordnance and explosives.  The ammunition
was found during the visual search.

Area B, Training Area, Surrounding Acreage, 4,894.00 acres :
Area B acreage and the 106 acres included in Area A is the 5,000
acres described in the INPR.  Areas A and B consist of 2,000 feet
on both sides of a nine mile stretch of power line and
maintenance road.  So, Area B extends 1950 feet on either side
beyond the boundaries of Area A.  Although not documented, this
area was reported to have been utilized for strafing and bombing
training during WW II in the INPR.  Also, the ammunition was
found in the adjacent Area A.  On this basis, there is a
potential for OE.

Area C, Training Area, Additional Acreage, 18,811 acres:
Geographical District should amend the FDE to include the
additional acreage described in this report as Area C.  Subject
acreage was not included in the original INPR and must yet be
declared eligible under the DERP/FUDS program.  A dedudding
document from 1956, included in the ASR as item F-6, states that
this acreage is included in lands of the California-Arizona
Maneuver Area that are contaminated by explosives.  This area is
therefore suspected of being contaminated by explosives.

Other lands in the vicinity of the site:  The dedudding document
in F-6 of the ASR mentioned in the above paragraph lists various
sections of land described as contaminated by explosives which
are in the general vicinity of Areas A, B and C.  Of these
sections, the TAG determined that 23 sections adjoin Areas A, B
and C:  T1S, R21E—Sections 25, 26, 34, 35 and 36; T1S, R22E-
Sections 28-33; T1S, R23E-Sections 19 and 30; T2S, R21E-Sections
1-4, 10-14, and 24.  Recommend that at the time of further
investigation of Areas A, B and C, these adjoining 23 acres also
be considered for inclusion in the project.

Other Projects:  None

Other Concerns:  Be aware that there are poisonous snakes and
spiders present in this desert environment.  Four wheel drive
vehicles are necessary to access this site and the nearest
hospital is located over thirty miles away.  Coordinate on site
visits with the local Sheriff’s Department prior to going on
site.
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Natural Resources:  Federally and State threatened species occur
within the site area.  They are listed in ASR Findings, para 3f
and Table 3-2, pages 7-8.  An on-site inspection by appropriate
State and Federal personnel may still be necessary to verify the
presence, absence or location of listed species, or natural
communities.

Historical Resources:  Records indicate that a cultural resources
survey has been conducted on only a very small portion of the
project area.  It appears that one archaeological site and one
isolated historic feature are located within the project
boundaries; and one prehistoric trail runs through the southern
portion of the project area.  Based on an incomplete survey, any
intrusive measures taken within the area will require oversight
by the State Historical Preservation Office (SHPO) and/or other
like organizations.

9. SCHEDULE SUMMARY:  EE/CA

10. FUNDING/BUDGET SUMMARY:  For Official Use Only


